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jeopardy all the peculiar benefits of the social and civilized 
condition ? " Is it not " an affront to Heaven, and an outrage 
on the first principles of social order?" Does it not " throw 
the powers of society into the hands of unprincipled and des- 
perate men ? " Is it not invariably atteuded with " domestic 
terror and suffering ? " How strange that leading minds have 
for ages overlooked the moral identity of duelling and war ! 

We designed to give large extracts from the discourses of 
Dwight, Beecher and Nott, on this subject ; but our limits 
forbid us to do more than record a brief statement of the facts 
immediately connected with the late tragedy in our capitol. 



THE WASHINGTON DUEL. 



The newspapers have made the late duel at Washington so 
familiar to the whole community, that it may be deemed su- 
perfluous to notice it on our pages ; but, however unnecessary 
it may be for any present effect, we wish to record in a more 
lasting form the main facts of the case. 

Col. Webb, editor of a partisan paper in the city of New 
York, was accused several years ago of having been bribed to 
change his political party by a loan from the United States 
Bank. His correspondent in Washington had the last winter 
brought a vague charge of corruption against certain members 
of the House of Representatives ; and, when a motion was 
made to investigate the matter, Jonathan Cilley, an adminis- 
tration member from. Maine, opposed it on the ground of insuf- 
ficient authority in the accusation. " This charge," said he, 
" comes from an editor of a newspaper ; and we all know that, 
in a country where the press is free, few men can expect to 
escape abuse, and charges of a similar description. I know 
nothing of this editor ; but, if it be the same that made grave 
charges against an institution of this country, and afterwards 
was said to have received from it facilities to the amount of 
some $52,000, and then gave it his hearty support, I do not 
think his charges entitled to much credit in an American Con- 
gress." 

Webb, stung by this allusion, went to Washington, and sent 
a note to Cilley, demanding an explanation. Cilley would 
have nothing to do with Webb ; and Graves, a Whig member 
of the House, from Kentucky, and the bearer of Webb's note, 
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requested a written acknowledgment from Cilley, that he did 
not decline the note on the ground that Webb was not a gen- 
tleman. Cilley refused to say any thing about Webb's char- 
acter ; and Graves thought himself bound by the law of honor 
to challenge him. The challenge was accepted ; the rifle 
was chosen as the weapon of conflict ; and the time of meeting 
was precipitated with blood-thirsty haste. Some of these 
arrangements were made in the very halls of Congress, and 
all of them with the knowledge and connivance of its mem- 
bers. Both the principals and their seconds were members 
of the House of Representatives ; and nothing was done in 
season to prevent the fatal rencontre. The state of feeling in 
Congress served only to goad them on ; they were both appa- 
rently bent on a mortal combat ; and there is good reason to 
believe, that each was resolved on the death of his antagonist, 
not from personal enmity, but for party purposes. The House 
was almost equally divided ; and the loss of a single member 
might turn the scale. 

Some delay was found unavoidable ; but the movements 
were so rapid and concealed, that all attempts to arrest the 
parties proved unavailing. The wife of Graves, on learning 
that her husband was out for such a purpose, went instantly to 
the marshall of the District, and proceeded with a warrant in 
quest of them ; but they had taken care, by selecting a retired 
and unusual spot, to elude pursuit, and secure themselves 
against interruption. They fought at the distance of eighty 
yards. Three shots were interchanged without effect ; and, 
after each fire, a professed attempt was made at reconciliation, 
but was defeated by the second of Graves, who insisted that 
Cilley should acknowledge Webb to be a gentleman. Cilley 
could not do this ; and at the fourth fire he fell, and expired 
on the spot. 

The result convulsed the capitol. Some efforts were made 
to prevent the respect of a public funeral to a man who had 
fallen in violation of the laws both of God and the land ; but 
neither of the political parties dared to risk the effect of refusing 
the usual honors, and both Houses voted to attend his funeral, 
and wear crape for thirty days. The Supreme Court of the 
United States, and the entire delegation from Massachusetts, 
however, declined taking any part in ceremonies designed to 
honor the memory of a man who had died in the very act of 
transgressing the laws of his country. 

The subject was immediately brought before both Houses of 
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Congress ; but, while the people were generally moved to 
indignation by moral principle, it was made at Washington so 
much of a party affair on both sides, as to prevent any decisive 
action. In the Senate, a bill for the punishment of duellists 
was passed, and the House appointed a committee of investi- 
gation, who made three independent reports, all agreeing in 
the main facts, and in their condemnation of the deed ; but, 
amidst the selfish, unprincipled manoeuvres of each party, 
nothing more was done than to publish the documents in the 
case, and leave them to produce their own effect on the nation. 



WAR COMPARED WITH DUELLING. 

I was glad to hear from every quarter a simultaneous burst 
of indignation against the late duel in Washington. All the 
persons concerned in it are stained with the guilt of deliberate, 
cold-blooded murder ; and upon every one of them should be 
branded the mark of Cain in characters never to be effaced. 
It was a crying sin against God. It was a foul crime against 
the laws of every State in the Union. It is a disgrace to 
Congress, that can never be blotted from its records. It is an 
indelible stigma on the whole nation. It is a cruel, barbarous, 
brutal outrage upon humanity. 

Glance at the fearful aggravations of the case. That the 
lawgivers of a Christian people should thus trample on the 
laws of God and their country ; that a son of New England, 
where a duel is murder in law as well as fact, should so strangely 
disregard the principles of his fathers, and the opinions of the 
very community that sent him to the council chamber of the 
nation ; that a husband and a father should prove so cruelly 
recreant to the wife of his bosom, and the children of their 
mutual love ; that the accomplices should so coolly, so com- 
placently publish their own share in this cold-blooded villany, 
and talk about having " done their duty ! I according to the 
code of honor regulated by magnanimous principles, and the 
laws of humanity;" that they should thus pour fresh insult 
upon a community so grossly outraged, upon the wife they had 
made a widow, and the little ones they had plunged into the 
sorrows of orphanage ; that both Houses of Congress should 
then pass a vote, without a whisper of rebuke or dissent, to 
show the fallen duellist the honor of attending his funeral, and 



